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With this new insight into gravity, physicists at last were able to make actual
predictions about the universe’s behavior, turning cosmology into a science. Einstein
was the first to try. Yet as events showed, even Einstein was a fallible genius. A
misconception about the nature of the universe led him to propose a mysterious new
gravitational effect—a notion he soon rejected. But he may have been right for the

wrong reasons, and his “mistake” may yet turn out to be one of his deepest insights.
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